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Medieval didactic dialogues formed a popular genre throughout the European Middle Ages. These texts grew
out of a common source, known as Joca monachorum, that originated in Latin writing and was considered a
suitable literary form in order to provide factual information, moral instruction and a sort of entertainment.
During the Middle Ages the dialogues were translated into many vernacular languages. Due to the common
tradition, all these translations show some similarities, yet the Old/Middle English and the Old Icelandic ones
are particularly close, so it seems likely that they used the same Latin text.
The class will first give a brief overview about the tradition of medieval didactic dialogues, it will then present
the similarities between the Old English and the Old Icelandic tradition and finally show some strategies of
translation by the Icelandic author.
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